
Key Storylines

• The We The People agenda for working Pennsylvanians is very popular. Of most immediate import to voters are equal 
pay for equal work and creating public options to make health insurance more affordable, but college and job training 
affordability, paid sick leave, overtime reform, and infrastructure investment are all clear winners as well.

• Pennsylvania voters’ core priorities for the legislature include improving the economy and creating jobs, making health 
care more affordable, improving public schools, and protecting our air and water.

• Though some clear sensitivity exists around property taxes, that does not prevent a majority of Pennsylvania voters 
from taking fundamentally progressive positions on state spending priorities and the generation of new revenues. 
They witness under-investment in roads and other transportation infrastructure, along with too few dollars spent on 
schools and job training, and are open to ways to fix the problems.

• What’s more, most Pennsylvania voters believe large corporations, oil and gas companies, and wealthy families 
currently pay too little in state taxes and fees. And they are not terribly bullish that they will eventually see positive 
impacts of the federal GOP tax plan, either personally, or more broadly, for small businesses and middle class families.

• As a result, this poll uncovers a number of popular revenue raisers including reforms to the corporate tax code, 
instituting a shale, or severance, tax on the state’s oil and gas companies, and the Fair Share Tax plan (taxing income 
from stock sales, business profits, and dividends at a higher rate than income earned from wages).



Political EnvironmentState Taxes, Spending, and Other Top Issues



Taxes Emerges as Top Issue in Open Ended Exercise, Followed by Schools 
and the Economy

Q.5 OK to start, what would you say is the one issue that you want the governor and Pennsylvania state legislature to focus on the 
most?
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Majorities Say Middle Class Families and Small Businesses Pay Too Much 
While the Wealthy, Gas Companies, and Large Corporations Pay Too Little
Half of voters think the poor pay too much in taxes as well.

Q.7 Please tell me whether you think each of the following groups in Pennsylvania pay too little, too much, or about the right in
state amount in taxes and fees. 

4%5%
11%

51%
55%

58%

36%
31%30%28%

19%18%

56%54%
50%

15%15%14%

Middle-class
families

Small businessesPoor familiesWealthy familiesOil and gas
companies

Large corporations

Pay too little

Pay about right amount

Pay too much

*66% of West Oversample 
voters say that 

oil and gas companies 
pay too little in taxes



Two-Thirds of Voters Say State Government Invests Too Little in Transportation 

Infrastructure and Majorities Say the Same About Schools and Job Training  
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Q.13 Please tell me whether you think Pennsylvania state government invests little, too much, or about the right amount of 

money in each of the following.
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Majority of Pennsylvania Voters Support Raising Revenue Over Spending Cuts 
as Means of Balancing the State Budget

Q.12 As you may know, Pennsylvania's state government has faced mounting budget deficits over the last few years. Which of these 
two approaches would you prefer for balancing the state budget:  Raise additional revenue through some tax increases to balance 
the budget and allow for increased investments in schools and health care. OR Avoid any tax increases, but make deep cuts to 
spending on state programs like education and Medicaid to balance the budget. Which of those approaches would you prefer?
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New Revenue Chosen Over Spending Cuts Across the State with Majorities 
Favoring it in Both SEPA and Western PA
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Q.12 As you may know, Pennsylvania's state government has faced mounting budget deficits over the last few years. Which of these 
two approaches would you prefer for balancing the state budget:  Raise additional revenue through some tax increases to balance 
the budget and allow for increased investments in schools and health care. OR Avoid any tax increases, but make deep cuts to 
spending on state programs like education and Medicaid to balance the budget. Which of those approaches would you prefer?
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Corporate Tax Reform is Most Popular Revenue Raising Idea, But All Proposals 

are Met with Majority Support
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Reform the corporate tax code by lowering corporate tax rates but
removing loopholes that allow many corporations to avoid paying

their fair share.

Create a shale tax, also known as a severance tax, on oil and gas
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Q.14 OK, now I am going to ask you about some potential reforms to Pennsylvania's tax system, all of which are meant to increase 

revenues so state government can adequately fund its core responsibilities. Please tell me whether you support or oppose each

reform to Pennsylvania's tax system. 



Severance Tax Support Varies Along Ideological, Regional, and Socioeconomic 
Lines But Only Among Conservatives Does it Fall Below 50% 
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Q.14 OK, now I am going to ask you about some potential reforms to Pennsylvania's tax system, all of which are meant to increase 
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Democrats, Black Voters, and Independent Women Fuel Support for Taxing 
Wealth Over Wages
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Q.14 OK, now I am going to ask you about some potential reforms to Pennsylvania's tax system, all of which are meant to increase 
revenues so state government can adequately fund its core responsibilities. Please tell me whether you support or oppose each
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Priorities Summary

Tier 1

Economy, Health Care, 
Public Schools, Air & Water

Tier 2

Infrastructure, Affordable Job Training/College, Tax 
Reform, Rx Drugs, Take Home Pay, Opiod Crisis

Tier 3 

Pre-K, Gerrymandering, Broadband



The Economy, Affordable Health Care, Education, and the Environment Top 
List of Legislative Priorities

Q.8 Now I am going to read you some issues on which members of the Pennsylvania State Legislature could focus. For each issue, 
please tell me if you think that should be a top priority, an important but secondary priority, a small priority, or not a priority at all 
for the Pennsylvania state legislature. 

70%

69%

66%

62%

22%

20%

20%

25%

92%

89%

86%

87%

Improving the economy and creating jobs

Making health care more affordable

Improving K-12 public schools (SPLIT)

Protecting our air and water (SPLIT)

Top priority

Important but secondary priority



Array of Second Tier Priorities

Q.8 Now I am going to read you some issues on which members of the Pennsylvania State Legislature could focus. For each issue, 
please tell me if you think that should be a top priority, an important but secondary priority, a small priority, or not a priority at all 
for the Pennsylvania state legislature. 
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Equal Pay and Affordable Health Insurance Through Public Options are 
the Most Popular and Pressing Components of the WTP Agenda

Q.16 Now I'd like to read you some proposals that policymakers in Harrisburg may consider. For each one, please tell me if you 
support or oppose that proposal.
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End gender and race-based pay gaps so Pennsylvania
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Create and expand public health insurance options to
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College Affordability/Job Training, Paid Sick, Overtime Reform, and 
Infrastructure Investment Proposals Also Broadly Popular 

Q.16 Now I'd like to read you some proposals that policymakers in Harrisburg may consider. For each one, please tell me if you 
support or oppose that proposal.
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Provide affordable college tuition for state colleges, universities, and
community colleges, so students can graduate debt-free, and create more

grants for job training and apprenticeship programs.

Guarantee all workers the right to earned, paid sick days off.

Raise the overtime threshold so middle class salaried workers get paid
fairly for working extra hours.

Invest in 21st century infrastructure, from rebuilding our roads and
bridges, to repairing and expanding public transportation, and ensuring

broadband internet is available and affordable across the state.

Support, very
important

Support,
somewhat
important

Support, not
important



Paid Family and Medical Leave and Fair Scheduling are Popular 
As Well

Q.16 Now I'd like to read you some proposals that policymakers in Harrisburg may consider. For each one, please tell me if you 
support or oppose that proposal.
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Create a new paid family and medical leave insurance system
that would provide paid time off work when injured, sick, or

caring for a new child, or unwell relative. The system would be
funded by small contributions from both employers and

workers.

Create fair scheduling laws that require employers to provide
shift workers, like restaurant servers, with adequate notice of

their job schedules and a minimum period of rest between daily
shifts.

Support, very important
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Over 6-in-10 Voters Support Strengthening Unions and Raising the Minimum 
Wage to $12/hour While Narrower Majority Support $15/hour

Q.16 Now I'd like to read you some proposals that policymakers in Harrisburg may consider. For each one, please tell me if you 
support or oppose that proposal.
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Raise the minimum wage to $12 an hour and eliminate the
tipped minimum wage. (SPLIT)

Raise the minimum wage to $15 an hour and eliminate the
tipped minimum wage. (SPLIT)

Strengthen workers' rights to form and join a labor union.

Support, very
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Conservative Proposals Around So-Called Sanctuary Cities and Medicaid 

Work Requirements Are Least Popular Ideas Tested in Survey

Q.16 Now I'd like to read you some proposals that policymakers in Harrisburg may consider. For each one, please tell me if you 

support or oppose that proposal.
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48% support – 46% oppose

50% support – 46% oppose

Deny state grants and other forms of support to so-called sanctuary cities
and counties, a term sometimes used to refer to cities and counties that
refuse to use their police forces and other resources to enforce federal

immigration law.

Deny Medicaid health coverage to recipients ages 18 to 64 who do not
have a job with a certain amount of hours and do not participate in state-

approved work programs.

Support, very important

Support, somewhat important

Support, not important



Broad Majorities of Conservatives Support Much of the We The People Agenda
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Q.16 Now I'd like to read you some proposals that policymakers in Harrisburg may consider. For each one, please tell me if you 
support or oppose that proposal.
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Lopsided Support for an Independent Commission to Draw District Lines 
for Congress and the State Legislature

Q.17 As you may know, in Pennsylvania the state legislature plays a major role in the current process for drawing district lines for members of Congress and the state 
legislature. Some Pennsylvania citizens and legislators have proposed a new process in which the district lines would be drawn by an independent, non-partisan 
commission. What do you think, should we have the lines drawn by an independent, non-partisan commission OR use the 
current process in which the state legislature plays a major role in drawing the district lines? 
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Strong Support for Independent Commission Across Party Lines, in Oversamples
Largest support for current process is with self-identified Republicans. 

68%

74%

69%

62%

75%

74%

22%

17%

22%

28%

18%

16%

All

Democrat

Independent

Republican

SEPA battleground

West battleground

Independent commission Current process

Q.17 As you may know, in Pennsylvania the state legislature plays a major role in the current process for drawing district lines for members of Congress and the state 
legislature. Some Pennsylvania citizens and legislators have proposed a new process in which the district lines would be drawn by an independent, non-partisan 
commission. What do you think, should we have the lines drawn by an independent, non-partisan commission OR use the 
current process in which the state legislature plays a major role in drawing the district lines? 



Voters Side with Supremes Over GOP Legislature in Potential Impeachment 
Debate

Q.18 On a similar topic, as you may know, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court recently ruled that congressional district lines drawn by the state legislature were unconstitutional because they were 
gerrymandered in favor of one party. After the General Assembly failed to meet a deadline to re-draw the district lines, the Supreme Court re-drew the lines in time for the May primary election. 
Some Republican state legislators believe that the state Supreme Court overstepped its bounds in drawing those district lines and intentionally acted 
to help Democrats. These legislators have proposed impeaching the Supreme Court Justices who took this action. Who do you side with more -- the 
Supreme Court Justices OR the Republicans state legislators who are calling for their impeachment? 
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Impeachment of Supreme Court Justices is Heavily Partisan, But 6-in-10 Independents 
Side with the Supreme Court Over the Republican Legislators
3-in-5 voters in the SEPA also side with the Supreme Court.
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Q.18 On a similar topic, as you may know, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court recently ruled that congressional district lines drawn by the state legislature were unconstitutional because they were 
gerrymandered in favor of one party. After the General Assembly failed to meet a deadline to re-draw the district lines, the Supreme Court re-drew the lines in time for the May primary election. 
Some Republican state legislators believe that the state Supreme Court overstepped its bounds in drawing those district lines and intentionally acted 
to help Democrats. These legislators have proposed impeaching the Supreme Court Justices who took this action. Who do you side with more -- the 
Supreme Court Justices OR the Republicans state legislators who are calling for their impeachment? 



Methodology

TargetSmart designed and administered this telephone survey conducted by professional interviewers. The survey reached 
1,150 adults (600 weighted), age 18 or older, who indicated they were registered to vote in Pennsylvania. The survey was 
conducted from April 4-10, 2018. The sample was randomly selected from TargetSmart's enhanced voter file and based. 

Fifty-two percent of respondents were reached on wireless phones (fifty-one percent weighted). Quotas were assigned to 
reflect the demographic distribution of registered voters in Pennsylvania. The data were weighted by gender, age, party 
registration, and region to ensure an accurate reflection of the population. 

A representative base sample of 600 respondents was augmented by two oversamples: one consisting of 350 respondents 
who live in marginal state legislative districts in southeast Pennsylvania, and the other consisting of 200 respondents who 
live in marginal state legislative districts in Western Pennsylvania. The oversamples were weighted into the base sample 
such that the overall effective sample size is 600. 

The overall margin of error is +/- 4.0%.  The margin of error for the SEPA oversample is +/- 4.7%. The margin of error for 
the West oversample is +/- 6.6%. The margin of error for subgroups is larger and varies. Percentage totals may not add up 
precisely due to rounding. 


